Zika virus: from an obscurity to a priority.
Despite being discovered approximately 70 years ago, Zika virus (ZIKV) has received little attention, until the occurrence of alarming epidemics in the Pacific Islands and Latin America between 2013 and 2016. These series of outbreaks resulted in crippling neurological complications in adults, and congenital deformities in new-borns. The dire outcomes marked ZIKV as a re-emerging pathogen of public health concern. Over a period of two years, extensive studies have been conducted to understand different aspects of ZIKV from pathogen biology to infection, including the immune response during virus-host interplay in established animal models, as well as potential therapeutics against ZIKV infection. The vast diversity of novel findings has added value to ZIKV research, and a strategic consolidation is crucial to encompass the latest advances and developments, as well as missing pieces of the puzzle. This review thus aims to provide a concise yet extensive update on current ZIKV studies.